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Bart Ehrman interview 2014

IDEAS: So Jesus was a rabble-rousing apocalyptic
prophet who preached about the coming kingdom of
God, but did not understand himself to be divine.

EHRMAN: I'm not sure he meant to be rabble-rousing, although he
nded up rousing a rabble. But you’re absolutely right: He did not go
around calling himself God, and his disciples did not think he was God.

IDEAS: Is it widely accepted among scholars that Jesus did not claim
divinity?



Bart Ehrman interview 2014

EHRMAN: That has been a widely held scholarly view for about 300
years among critical scholars. Among scholars who are evangelical
Christians who are committed to the idea that Jesus 1s God and knew he
was God, they maintain that Jesus did say that he was God.

e problem 1s that Jesus only makes claims for himself as being divine
in the Gospel of John....

But what scholars have long noted 1s that Jesus doesn’t say any of those
things in Matthew, Mark, and Luke, and that Matthew, Mark, and Luke
are [written] much earlier than John....

What I argue in the book is that it’s virtually inconceivable that if it was
known Jesus called himself God, that Matthew, Mark, and Luke would
just leave that part out.
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Jesus’ Self-understanding

A. The worship of Jesus by monotheistic Jews as God incarnate within 20 years
of His death requires an adequate cause to be found in Jesus’ own claims.
Jesus Eroduced two unique, unexpected beliefs about His person in His
Jewish followers. (1) They accepted Jesus as Messiah.
(2) They worshipped Jesus as God incarnate.

Explicit claims
1. Messiah

a. The belief in the early church that Jesus was the Messiah requires an
adequate cause. The Greek word for Messiah is “Christos” or Christ.
Jesus’ early followers became known as “Christians” (Acts 11:26)

b. Peter’s confession (Mark 8:27-30)
“But who do you say that  am?” Peter answered and said to Him,
“Thou art the Christ.”

John 6:69: “We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One

of God.”
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Explicit claims
1. Messiah

g. Jesus’ crucifixion as “King of the Jews'(Mk. 15:26)
“And the inscription of the charge against Him read, “THE KING OF THE JEWS.”
What did Jesus mean by claiming to be the Messiah?

In Isaiah 9:6 the title “mighty God” is given to the Messiah, whose
reign will be without end.

In Matthew 11:10 and Luke 7:27 Jesus Himself identifies John the
Baptist as the messenger of Malachi 3:1 and Isaiah 40:3.
So who is to come after the messenger, according to these prophecies? It is
the Lord, God Himsel{!
Jesus goes on to speak of Himself as the Son of Man who has come after
John t%le Baptist (Matt. 11:19; Luke 7:34).









Explicit claims
3. The Son of Man

a. Jesus’ favorite title. Used >80 times in Gospels. Only Jesus refers to
Himself this way. Always “the Son of Man”, not “a son of Man”, was directing
attention to the divine eschatological figure of Dan. 7:13-14.

b. Reference to the divine-human figure of Daniel 7:13-14

“] kept looking in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven One
like a Son of Man was coming. And He came up to the Ancient of Days and was
presented before Him.

And to Him was given dominion, glory and a kingdom, that all the peoples,
nations, and men of every language might serve Him. His dominion is an

everlasting dominion which will not ]L:l)ass away; and His kingdom is one which
will not be destroyed.” (Dan. 7:13-14)

The understanding of Daniel’s “Son of Man” as a divine-human figure fits with
the first-century Jewish ideas and therefore could have been in Jesus’ mind.

By using the indirect expression “the Son of Man” to refer to Himself, Jesus
prevented a premature revelation of His superhuman and messianic status.















B. Implicit claims
3. Jesus’ miracles (Matthew 11:4-5)

And Jesus answered and said to them, “Go and report to John what you
hear and see: the BLIND RECEIVE SIGHT and the lame walk, the lepers are
cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the POOR HAVE
THE GOSPEL PREACHED TO THEM.

Jesus never prays/asks for a miracle, He just performs them.

4. Jesus’ role as a Judge (Luke 12:8-9)

And I say to you, everyone who confesses Me before men, the Son of Man
shall contess also before the angels of God; but he who denies Me before
men shall be denied before the angels of God.

Think of it: People’s eternal destiny is fixed by how they respond to Jesus!

Make no mistake: If Jesus were not divine, then this claim could only be
regarded as the most narrow and objectionable dogmatism. For Jesus is saying
that people’s salvation depends on their confession to Jesus Himself.









